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Bohind every enduring and successful business are three 
fundamental principles : 

a strong foundation of integrity; 
a dominant spirit of service; 
a purposeful ideal. 

Upon these principles was built “The Liverpool & London 
& Globe” 116 years ago; upon them it has grown into a 
vast international institution. 


* 

THE 

Liverpool & London & Globe 

INSURANCE CO., LTD. 

(Incorporated in England) 


* 

BRANCH OFFICE: 

New Garrick Buildings, Suva, 

P.O. BOX 273, SUVA. 


District Manager, 

IVAN L. CROOKS 


COMBINED FORCES SEARCHLIGHT TATTOO 
ORGANISING COMMITTEE 

© 


Chairman: 

Major A. Wainwright, MBE, Fiji Artillery. 

Members: 

Captain R. J. B. Ackland, Fiji Infantry Regiment; Sub-Lieut. C. A. Akins, 
Fiji Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve; FlighbLieut. L.-Murray, Royal 
New Zealand Air Force; Mr R. 0. Hassall, Deputy Commissioner of 
Police; Mr. C. D. R. Duncan, LRAM. Bandmaster, Fiji Police Force. 

Secretary: 

Captain R. W. Stitt, Royal New Zealand Artillery. 


Treasurer: 

Mr. M. G. Ragg, Pay and Quartermaster, Fiji Police Force. 


TATTOO OFFICIALS 
Marshal: 

Lieut. P. F. Manueli, Fiji Infantry Regiment. 

Musical Director: 

Mr. C. D. R. Duncan. LRAM, Bandmaster, Fiji Police Force. 

Transport and Communications: 

Captain S. D. Harris, Fiji Electrical and Mechanical Engineers. 

Searchlights: 

W.0.2 R. Crichton, Royal New Zealand Artillery. 

Judge, Tug of War Competition 

Lieut. K. C. H. Cadman, Royal New Zealand Navy. 

Commentators: 

Mr. Peter White; Lieut. L. L. Nasilivata, MC — Fiji Infantry Regiment. 
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HER MAJESTY QUEEN ELIZABETH 




FOREWORD . 


By Colonel G. P. SANDERS, DSO. 
Commander. Fiji Military Forces. 

This is as far as I can ascertain the 
first occasion that a Military Tattoo has 
been stayed in Suva. That the public of 
Fiji now has the opportunity of seeing, ad¬ 
mittedly on a small scale, a display by the 
Services of a type similar to those f irst held 
in the United Kingdom as far back as 1880 
is due to a suggestion made to the writer 
early this year by Sir Ronald Garvey, 
KCMG, KCVO, MBE, until recently our 
Governor and Commeidner-in-Chief, to the 
effect that the 1958 Hibiscus Festival might 
be an appropirate time for the holding of 
some form of Combined Services display. 
This idea resulted in the formation of the 
Combined Forces Searchlight Tattoo Com¬ 
mittee which under the able leadership of 
Major Arthur Wainwright, MBE, has been 
responsible for the planning of the Tattoo 
and the training of the various Service con¬ 
tingents taking part. 

The tattoo is a real combined effort, each 
of the armed Services in Fiji — the Fiji 
Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve, the Fiji 
Military Forces, the Royal New Zealand 
Air Force and. the Fiji Police — having 
taken some share of the hard work neces¬ 
sary for its presentation and being repre¬ 
sented in some event on the arena. The great 
enthusiasm which has been shown by all par¬ 
ticipants convinces me that providing the 
weather is kind to us a most enjoyable two 
hour entertainment will be staged. 
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NEW ZEALAND 



NEW ZEALAND’S 
INTERNATIONAL AIRLINE 


In association with Qantas & B.O.A.C. 


DAYLIGHT FLIGHTS 
EVERY WEEK TO 
NEW ZEALAND 



MaAfed BandU ^bUplaif 
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The presentation tonight of the 
massed bands of the combined 
Military, Police and Royal New 
Zealand Air Forces is a truly uni¬ 
que occasion in Fiji — and indeed 
in the whole of the islands of the 
south Pacific outside of Austra¬ 
lia and New Zealand. 

Never before has a band of this 
size been assembled and paraded 
before the public of Suva and the 
.spectacle of intricate and per¬ 
fectly timed drill movements car¬ 
ried out in the glow of searchlights 
combined with the tone and vol¬ 
ume of the military music will 
live long in the memories of the 
spectators. 

The total number of bandsmen 
taking part is 84, represent ng 
60 instrumentalists together with 
a Drum Corps of 24, including 
the Drum-Majors. 

Many weeks of arduous training 
have gone into the perfection of 
the drill movements and the mer¬ 
ging of the music of 3 bands into 
one harmonious ensemble. Not 
one of the bandsmen is a profes¬ 
sional musician and in each band, 
normal Service duties take pre¬ 
cedence over band training. 

PHASE 1, after the sounding 
of a Fanfare of Trumpets speci¬ 
ally composed for the occasion is 
a demonstration of precision 
marching during which the 3 
bands wheel and counter-march 
independently., finally interming¬ 
ling and forming up once again in¬ 
to massed formation, wheeling 
and countermarching a s one band 
— not the simplest of manoeuvres 
when it is realised that the mass- 
2 d band has a frontage of 22 
yards. 

To enable the bands to carry 
out Phase 1 successfully it is 


essential that the time and length 
of pace should be exactly co-ordi¬ 
nated, since each band is at cer¬ 
tain stages, the length or breadth 
of the arena apart from each 
other. 

PHASE 2, consists of a cere¬ 
monial Slow March to the noble 
music of HandePs ‘Scipio*, follow¬ 
ed immediately by the beating of 
‘Tattoo* by the Corps of Drums, 
the remainder of the band mean¬ 
while remaining at attention. 

The drummers, led by their 
Drum-Majors, twice march the 
whole length of the arena, pass¬ 
ing through the ranks of the band 
in 'so doing, until finally the band 
joins in in one continuous move¬ 
ment and the massed bands ad¬ 
vance, wheel and countermarch, 
coming into position facing the 
pavilion. At this stage the other 
units of the Combined Forces take 
up their position in the arena and 
the stage is set for the Grand 
Finale. 

PHASE 3, is performed at the 
halt, commencing with a render¬ 
ing of the celebrated “Trumpet 
Voluntary*’ originally attributed 
to Purcell but now acknowledged 
to be the work of another great 
English composer of the 18th 
century, Jeremiah Clarke. This 
is followed bv the beautiful and 
moving evening hymn ‘Lead, 
kindly Light*, during which the 
public are invited to join in by 
singing the first verse. The 
music of the second verse forms 
the back-ground for the nostalgic 
strains of the ‘Last Post’. 

The playing of the National 
Anthem brings the ceremony to a 
close, and the whole parade march¬ 
es out of the orertfi f o th~- lilting 
cadence of Lifhgow’s very first 
‘Combined Forces Searchlight 
Tattoo*. 
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LEAD KINDLY LIGHT’ 


“Lead kindly Light, amid the encircling gloom. 
Lead Thou me on. 

The night is dark, and T am far from home, 

Lead Thou me on. 

Guide Thou my feet; I do not a^k to see 
the distant scene; one step enough for me”. 
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SUVA 


Distributors In Fiji For - 


“CRAVEN ‘A’ ” 


CROWN” and 


CINA” CIGARETTES 
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CARPENTERS 

“SERVING FIJI” 

DISTRIBUTE THESE WORLD-FAMOUS 

PRODUCTS. 


* Jackson Electric Stoves 

* Ripolac Insecticidal Lacquer 
* Air-King Air Conditioning 
* Buchanans Scotch Whisky 
* Carson,s Paint 
* X-Termite (55) 

* MacIntyre's Anti-Fungus Paint 
* “Kaiviti” Cane Knives 
* Lillingtons Paintcrete 

* Kelvinator Refrigerators 
* Rustproof Metal Windows 
* Gilbeys Gin and Liquors 
* McCallums Scotch Whisky 
* John Whites Scales 
* Brammer Belting 

* Al-Kro Lawnmowers 
* “Belo” Cane Knives 
* Packard Razor Blades 

- ALSO - 

GARDENING TOOLS — FERTILIZERS — TIMBER — HARDWARE 
FANCY GOODS — STATIONERY — FISHING 
GEAR — KITCHENWARE 

* * * 

W. R. CARPENTER & CO. (Fiji) LTD. 


*7lie feasidl of the Militci/iij, tf-osiced 


The Fiji Military Forces Band 
as it is known today first came 
into being; in 1918. 

Towards the end of World War 
I, it was decided that the FIJI 
DEFENCE FORCE should have a 
Band. A small Fife Band was 
formed while waiting' for instru¬ 
ments to arrive. Instruments ar¬ 
rived in the middle of 1919 and 
the Band gave its first concert on 
Christmas Day 1919. 

Several officers held the ap¬ 
pointment of Bandmaster between 
1918 and the outbreak of World 
War II, but perhaps the best 
known of them is Lt Caten of the 
COLDSTREAM GUARDS who 
held the appointment from 1928 
to 1935. Lt CATEN wrote down 
the music of many Fijian song’s 
the best known of which is the 
Fijian farewell — “ISA LEI”. 

When war broke out in 1939, 
the Band was broken up and the 
members joined other units of the 
Defence Force. It was not until 
October 1941, that the Band of 
the 1st Battalion was formed. In 
1943. it accompanied the unit to 
the SOLOMONS where the bands¬ 
men served as Stretcher Bearers. 


The Bandmaster. Lt NEEVE won 
the Miltary Cross, and Pte VAKA- 
RARAWA J. was awarded the 
Military Medal. 

With the disbandment of units 
at the end of the war, it was de¬ 
cided to retain the Band as a re¬ 
gular unit and in January 1952 
the Band once more accompanied 
the 1st Battalion, this time to 
MALAYA. 

A new Band was formed under 
S/Sgt BEVU, and in 1952, Lt 
HANSARD returned to Fiji to take 
over the Band in SUVA, having 
been replaced by Lt. ROUTER in 
MALAYA. A year later the 1st 
Battalion Band returned to SUVA 
and was replaced by the new 
Band. 

In April 1956, the Band’s ap¬ 
pearance in the AUCKLAND 
EASTER SHOW was a tremend¬ 
ous success. In June of the same 
year the 1st Battalion Band re¬ 
turned. and the two bands were 
combined. Three months later, 
WOII CAVA was appointed Band¬ 
master on Lt HANSARD’S retire¬ 
ment. 

Today, the Band is part of ‘A’ 
Company 1st Battalion, Fiji In¬ 
fantry Regiment. 


AT . . . 

NARSEYS LIMITED 


FOR 

ELECTRICAL GOODS, GENT’S TAILORING, WINES AND 
SPIRITS, LADIES’ AND CHILDREN’S WEAR 
MEN’S WEAR, ETC. 


NARSEYS LIMITED 


THE PEOPLE’S STORE, SUVA 
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MILLERS LIMITED 


ARE PROUD TO 

PRESENT 



Lovely Miss Marie Morel their 1958 MISS 
HIBISCUS Entrant 

and 



The famous Vauxhall Victor family car. 
Both from the Top of the Class. 
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(Bandmaster — Sergeant 

The Band, which is making its 
first public appearance # in . Suva 
this evening, is one of six similar 
combinations in the RNZAF. 
Their duties include playing at 
many ceremonial and vice-regal 
functions. 

The Bandmaster, — who was 
trained at the ROYAL MILITARY 
SCHOOL of MUSIC (Kneller 
Hall), the ROYAL COLLEGE 
OF MUSIC, London, and served 
in the BAND of H.M. LIFE 
GUARDS — is the only full-time 
musician. He was appointed in 
l£)5f> to form and train the Band 
from volunteer musicians at Lau- 
thala Bay. 


G. A. Allwright, RNZAF) 

The Bandsmen are all trades¬ 
men engaged on Technical and 
Administrative Duties, and be¬ 
cause of this, there is little avail¬ 
able time for practice during work¬ 
ing hours, and most band rehear¬ 
sals are held in after duty hours. 
There is an average number of 
twenty players but often, this 
number is reduced as members 
leave on returning to New Zea¬ 
land. 


The Band appears tonight by 
kind permission of the Command¬ 
ing Officer, RNZAF Station, Lau- 
thala Bav — Group Captain A. 
S. Agar, AFC. 


hop tit m eo. 


RENWICK ROAD — SUVA. 


Box 252. 


Phone 3755 


* * * 


GROCERS AND GREENGROCERS 
TO HM FORCES. 
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Sautfi Sea Sxuwenvc Stated 

(Opposite General Post Office) 

G.P.O. Box 268, Suva, Fiji Is. 

Offer to Local People and Tourists — 

* Hand Carving's 

* Musical Instruments 

# Gift & Presentation Ware 
* Island-Curios 

* Modern Jewellery 

* Artistic & Fancy Goods. 


THE STORES FOR SATISFACTION 


Economy! Performance! Reliability! 



SEDAN, KOMBI, PICK UP, MICRO BUS, VAN 

AUSTRAL MOTORS LIMITED 

SUVA —-- LAITTOKA 


IS 
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Although the history of the Po¬ 
lice Band can be traced back to 
1951, it was not until 1957 that 
the present band was formed at 
the instigation of the Commission¬ 
er of Police, Mr R. H. T. Beau¬ 
mont. 

Prior to this various experi¬ 
ments were tried, first with fifes 
and flutes (which proved extreme¬ 
ly unpopular with the Bandsmen) 
and later with bugles ami drums. 
This instrumentation was much 
more satisfactory, and the Police 
Bugle Band made numerous ap¬ 
pearances on ceremonial parades. 

It was felt, however, that the 
growing strength of the Force re¬ 
quired a band more in keeping 
with its status, which would en¬ 
hance its dignity and “esprit de 
corps’’ and materially assist in 
the maintenance of good public 
relations. 


On 1st May, 1957, therefore, 
the present band was organised 
under the direction of Mr C. D. 
R. Duncan, L. R. A. M., who was, 
until his retirement in 1955, Offi¬ 
cer Commanding the band of 
H.M. Royal Marines, New Zealand 
Station and training commenced 
on a part-time basis, with an 
average practice period of 1 hour 
daily. 


Progress was sufficiently rapid 
to enable the Band to accompany 
the Guard of Honour to Levuka 
with marked success. 


Since then, the Band has taken 
part in all Police and many other 
ceremonial parades and in July 
of this year was formally estab¬ 
lished as the Fiji Police Band, 
with its own command and intei- 
nal organisation. 


Narseys Radio Dept. 

TELEFUNKEN RADIOS 

‘The best value in the World” at 
Narseys Radio Dept. 


PHONE 3631. (Estd. 1933) G.P.O. Box 61. 

So P. PAREKH & SONS 

JEWELLERS 

Opp. Garrick Hotel. Pier Street. 
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JOONG HING LOONG CO., LTD. 


and 

SUVA CASH BAKERY 

20-22 THOMSON STREET, SUVA. 

General Merchants, Importers, Exporters 
Family Grocers & Bakers. 

TELEPHONE. G.P.O. BOX 117, 

3087, 3088. SUVA. 


MOUAT’S PHARMACY 

5 CUMMING ST. 

Cables: “Drugs’’ Suva. SUVA. Tel: 2363. 

CHEMISTS & DRUGGISTS 
* * * 

Dispensing- Specialists 
Stockists of Fine Drugs 

“Gala of London” Fine Cosmetics. 
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First attempts to raise a Vol¬ 
unteer Naval Force in Fiji were 
in 1935. Captain J. P. Mullins, 
OBE, at that time master oi’ the 
Government yacht '‘Pioneer’ 7 sub¬ 
mitted to Government a scheme 
for the raising of such a force, 
but the idea was not proceeded 
with. 

Later, in 1939. the Fiji Naval 
Volunteer Force was raised un¬ 
der the command of Captain Nas¬ 
mith, the Harbourmaster of Suva. 
At the time a replacement Gov¬ 
ernment yacht was building in 
Hong Kong, and after war was de¬ 
clared, the design was modified to 
include minesweeping equipment. 
This vessel, later commissioned 
as H.M.S. Viti, provided training 
for the part time personnel and 
was engaged in patrol work and 
the setting up of coastwatching 
stations in the Gilbert and Ellice 
Islands Colony. After the bomb¬ 
ing of Pearl Harbour full mobili¬ 
sation was general in Fiji and in 
addition to manning H.M.S. Viti., 
which became a unit of the 25th 
Minesweeping Flotilla, certain 
port defences and several patrol 
motor launches were manned by 
the F.N.V.R. 

In Febraury. 1942. the unit 
was accorded Admiralty recogni¬ 
tion and the name changed to 
Fiji Royal Naval Volunteer Re¬ 
serve. 

Officers and ratings of the Re¬ 
serve served in various ships in 
the Solomons, in the Gilbert and 
Ellice Islands and in Fiji, while a 
small number of ratings was 
drafted to the Royal Navy and 
soon became scattered over the 


globe from Russian convoys to the 
Far Eastern fleet. 

Two FRNVR ratings were killed 
when HMNZS Leander was torpe¬ 
doed in Kula Gulf, during the 
Solomons campaign. 

Demobilisation of the force com¬ 
menced after the cessation of hos¬ 
tilities and plans were made to 
form a Force on a regular peace 
time basis, the necessary Regula¬ 
tions being finally approved in 
1954. 

In August 1954 the work of 
construction of FRNVR Head¬ 
quarters at Lami commenced and 
selection of officers followed. 

These officers were commis¬ 
sioned on 1st January, 1955, and 
twenty ratings with previous ser¬ 
vice in the FRNVR were recruit¬ 
ed. These included 5 officers of 
the original FRNVR and others 
who had served during the war 
with the Royal or Commonwealth 
Navies. This formed a nucleus 
of the new Reserve and in July 
of this year, sixty new entries 
were recruited and training com¬ 
menced in a mess hall at Nasese 
Barracks. First public appear¬ 
ance of the Reserve was in June 
1955 when 1 Officer and 15 rat¬ 
ings represented the Reserve at 
the Queen’s Birthday Parade. 

In October, 1955, a portion of 
the Headquarters buildings was 
readv for occupancy and a Sea¬ 
ward Defence Motor Launch had 
arrived on loan from New Zea¬ 
land having been steamed from 
there by a FRNVR crew. 

On Trafalgar Day, 21st Octo¬ 
ber. FRNVR Headquarters were 
commissioned as a Naval Estab¬ 
lishment, named “HMS VITI’ 7 . 
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Training- continued as the build¬ 
ings were gradually completed, 
and the Headquarters now con¬ 
sist of Drill Hall, Lecture Rooms 
and a Stores block with a jetty 
for the Motor Launch also named 
HMS Viti. 

Highlights of all FRNVR peace 
time training to date came in 1957 
when forty rating’s served with 
“GRAPPLE” Squadron on Christ¬ 
mas Island during the first series 
of Megaton bomb tests. The rat¬ 
ings served in HMS Warrior and 
earned great praise from the 
senior officers of the Squadron. 

Sea training is normally car- 
ired out in ships of Royal New 
Zealand Navy and in the S.D.M.L.. 
and some officers and ratings 


have been selected for and have 
carried out courses in New Zea¬ 
land. 

The present Commanding Offi¬ 
cer is Commander S. B. Brown. 
MBE. FRNVR. 

The Naval display performed 
this evening by four officers and 
forty ratings of the FRNVR de¬ 
picts “Refuelling and Re-provi¬ 
sioning at Sea’’ — a very hazard¬ 
ous job which units of the Navy 
may be called upon to carry out 
at any time during the day or 
night. 

This performance is designed to 
bring out the great amount of 
training and co-ordination requir¬ 
ed for an operation of this nature. 


For 
Better 
Lioing... 

KEIVINATOR 

4.5 cu. ft. .. £ 89/10/- 
8.0 cu. ft. .. £137/10/0 

All models with Frozen Food Compartment, Veg¬ 
etable Crisper, Door Racks, Cold Clear to the Floor, 
Sealed Unit guaranteed 5 years. 

IMMEDIATE INSTALLATION ! 

SUVA MOTORS LIMITED 

Also: Kelvinator Ice-Cream Conservators 10 cu. ft. 
£150. Kelvinator Commercial Installations—Details 
upon application. 
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The Fiji Military Forces is a 
direct descendant of the old Fiji 
Defence Force. Prior to the out¬ 
break of World War II it was 
merely a skeleton headquarters, 
apart from mobilisation during 
the 1914-18 war. In 19L8, the 
Force was strengthened by the 
formation of a Band. 

In the 1980s, a territorial Bat¬ 
talion was formed so that when 
war was declaied on 3rd Septem¬ 
ber 1939, the fcrce consisted of a 
Headquarters, a Band, and a ter¬ 
ritorial battalion under Colonel 
J. E. WORKMAN. 

Mobilisation was ordered, and 
New Zealand officers and NCOs 
were brought in to help with the 
training and administration of 
the force. Brigadier W. H. CUN¬ 
NINGHAM, CBE, DSO. VD, ar¬ 
rived on 1st November, 1940, 
with the advance party of the 2nd 
New Zealand Expeditionary 
Force and as'sumed command over 
all troops in Fiji. 

Recruiting was stepped up with 
the heln of the late i_+. Col Ratu 
Sir T.ala SUKTTNA. KCMG. KBE, 
and by the end of 1942, the Force 
had grown into a Brigade Group, 
Headquarters and Base Details, 
and a section of the 2nd New Zea 
land Expeditionary Force. The 
total strength was 6,519. It was 
during December 1942. that the 
title of the Force was changed 
from the Fiii Deface Force into 
the Fiji Military Forces. 

During 1943, 1st and 2nd Com¬ 
mandos Fiji Guerillas and the 1st 
Battalion were activelv engaging 
the Japanese in the Solomons. In 
March the following year, the 
3rd Battalion joined them and 
Fijian soldiers continued with a 
series of successful actions. His¬ 


tory was made on 23rd June, 1944 
in the MARAWAKA action when 
Cpl Sefanaia SUKANAIVALU 
made the supreme sacrifice, and 
in so doing won the highest Bri¬ 
tish award for Valour the VIC¬ 
TORIA CROSS. In the SOLO¬ 
MONS Campaign fifty-seven mem¬ 
bers of the Force lost their lives 
in the service of their country, 
and many have received recogni¬ 
tion from their sovereign. 

The disbandment of the force 
followed the capitulation of Ger¬ 
many and the surrender of Japan 
in 1945. A contingent from the 
Force took part in the Victory 
Parade in London in 1946 under 
Lt. Col. Ratu Sir Lala SUKUNA. 
When demobilisation was complet¬ 
ed, the force had been reduced to 
a bare minimum. 

Re-organisation followed in 
1948 under Lt. Col. C. L. PLEA¬ 
SANTS, CBE,DSO, MC, ED. — 
Colonel of the Fiji Infantry Regi¬ 
ment and the Territorial Force 
was started. In January 1952, 
the 1st Battalion embarked for 
service in MALAYA and remain¬ 
ed there for four and a half years. 
The success of the Battalion both 
in operations and sports was out¬ 
standing and in keeping with the 
proud traditions of the Force. 

Todav the Fiji Military Forces 
under the command of Colonel G. 
P SANDERS, DSO, is completely 
selfcontained and comprises a 
Headquarters, a Coast Battery, a 
Squadron of Engineers, a Regu¬ 
lar Rifle Company of Infantry 
and a Band, a Territorial Batta¬ 
lion and the services necessary to 
keep the Fcrce “going”, e.g. Sup¬ 
plies and Transport Platoon, Ord¬ 
nance Depot and a Workshop. At 
present Fijian Troops are em¬ 
ployed overseas in Christmas 
Island and in New Zealand. 
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SEA 


AIR 


i/Af/OAf l/A/E 


WORLD WIDE 
TRAVEL SERVICE 

By- 

LAND 


SUVA 


LAUTOKA 


NADI AIRPORT 


s 

SINGER* 



BUDGET “BEST BUY’’: For the woman on a budget the SINGER 99 
is best buy. 


It has a wide range of attachments. 

Every machine backed by famous SINGER service — best throughout 
the world. 

SINGER SEWING MACHINE COMPANY. Tel. 2187. 

Tofua Street, Walu Bay, Suva. *Reg, Trade Mark. 
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PROG! 


PART I 


1. Opening Ceremony: 

Massed Bands and Drums of 

Fiji Military Forces 

Royal New Zealand Air Force 

Fiji Police 

and 

Representatives of 

Fiji Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve 
Fiji Artillery 

A Coy 1st Bn Fiji Infantry Regiment 
2nd (TF) Bn Fiji Infantry Regiment 
Cadet Unit Queen Victoria School. 

(a) Royal Salute to His Excellency the Acting Governor 
— Mr. P. D. Macdonald, CMG. 

(b) Fanfare of Trumpets. 

Music — March — “Invercargill'' . Lithgow. 

2. Continuation Drill by forty-eight members of A Coy 1st Bn 

Fiji Infantry Regiment. 

Music — 'Imperial Echoes', ‘Step Lightly'. 

3. Tug of War (First Heat) 

4. Refuelling and Re-provisioning at Sea by four officers 

and forty ratings of Fiji Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve. 

Music from — 

'Sea Songs Medley', 'On the Quarterdeck', 

'Cheers for the Navy', ‘The Middy', 

'The Fleet's in Port Again', 'Rule Britannia’, 

'Life on the Ocean Wave'. 

5. Tug of War (Second Heat) 

6. Parade of the Toy Soldiers by forty members of 

Cadet Unit of Queen Victoria School. 

Music from — 

‘Parade of the Tin Soldiers' 

‘Changing Guard at Buckingham Palace'. 

‘All the Queen’s Horses’ 

‘Soldiers of the Queen' 

‘Around the Marble Arch’ 

‘Parade of the Tin Soldiers' 

7. Tug of War (Third Heat). 

INTERVAL 


SUBJECT TC 

(All Service and Police Personnel appear by 


I 
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PART IT 

8. Field Artillery Display by 

One officer and 25 other ranks of 
14 Battery 1 Coast Regiment Fiji Artillery. 

Music — 

‘Royal Artillery Slow March', ‘March of the Herald’ 
‘Semper Fidelis', ‘Tattoo March', ‘Wee McGregor', 
‘La Reve Passe', ‘Sambre and Meuse March', 

‘Sword and Lance', ‘Blaze Away'. 

9. Tug of War (Semi-Final) 

10. Physical Training Display by 17 members of 
A Coy, 1 Bn, Fiji Infantry Regiment. 

Music — 

‘Entry of the Gladiators' 

‘Skaters Waltz', 

‘Tales of the Vienna Woods', 

‘Voices of Spring'. 


11. Tug of War (Final) 

12. Massed Band Display 

Phase 1 . Marching, Fanfare of Trumpets, Countermarching 
and wheeling in open and closed formation. 
March — “Step Lively", Wendland. 


Phase 2. (a) Ceremonial Slow March 

“Scipio" . HandeL 

(b) Drummers beat “Tattoo” 

(c) Formation March 

“The Middy’’ . Alford. 

(d) Voluntary 

“Trumpet Voluntary" . Clarke. 

(Originally attributed to Purcell). 
Phase 3. (a) Evening Hymn 

“Lead Kindly Light’’ . Sanden. 

“The Last Post" arr. Duncan. 

“GOD SAVE THE QUEEN" 

(b) Dispersal March 

“Invercargill’’ . Lithgow. 


ALTERATION 

d permission of their Commanding Officers) 










^Jhe fyiji 


The first Artillery unit to be 
formed in Fiji was the Suva Bat¬ 
tery which was established at Mu* 
anikau in October 1939. For some 
time this (Suva Battery) was the 
only name the Artillery possessed 
but on the formation of other 
Coast Defence, Field and Anti- 
Aircraft Batteries the designation 
was changed to Fiji Artillery. 

The “Gunners” served Fiji with 
distinction and it was mainly due 
to their efficiency and vigilance 
that the entry of the large am¬ 
ount of shipping into Fiji Ports 
during the War years was so 
well controlled and afterwards so 
efficiently protected. Ex-members 
of Suva Battery recall with pride 
the occasion in June 1940 when 
they assisted in confining to Suva 
Harbour the Vichy French ship 
•‘Commissaire Ramel” and again 
the time very early in 1942 when 
they engaged the Japanese Sub¬ 
marine which endeavoured to tor¬ 
pedo the HMNZS “Monowai” as 
she was leaving Suva Harbour. 

In 1946 the various batteries 
were placed on a ‘care and main¬ 
tenance’ basi's and so remained 
until 1949 when military training 
was revived and the Artillery 
units reformed as 1 Coast Regi¬ 
ment. Fiji Artillery, with Head¬ 
quarters at Flagstaff Battery. 
Major I. B. Chalmers commanded 
the Regiment from 25th October 
1949 to 1st June 1950 and w^s 
followed by Lieutenant-Colonel 
H. M. Boulton. MC, ED, who com¬ 
manded the Regiment until Sep¬ 
tember 1957, when due to chang¬ 
es in Coast Defence Policy the 
unit was reorganised on a lower 
establishment and a more mobile 
role. It is interesting to note 
that both the Commanders previ¬ 
ously mentioned are ‘Old Boys’ of 


the original Suva Battery and 
that Lieut-Colonel Boulton won 
his Military Cross while serving 
as a member of Fiji Infantry Re¬ 
giment during the Solomons Cam¬ 
paign in World War II. 

The regimental motto of the 
Artillery is ‘Ubique’ which means 
‘Everywhere’ and the gunner of 
today certainly lives up to it. The 
modern gunner requires to be a 
man of many parts and must have 
an all round knowledge of all 
types of weapons including guid¬ 
ed missiles. It should be noted 
that the Artillery men taking 
part in tonight’s display are Coast 
Gunners operating 25 pounder 
Field guns and comprise both Re¬ 
gular and Territorial members of 
14th Battery. Fiji Artillery, based 
on Suva and commanded by 
Major V. S. Jackson. 

The display depicts the mobility 
and manoeuvrability of a Field 
Artillery Battery and emphasises 
the ease and rapidity with which 
such a unit can drop into action 
and engage enemy targets. 

During the display the Battery 
will advance in line, wheel right 
and left in sections, advance in 
sections, wheel into line, turn into 
column of route, form battery, 
advance in column of route, form 
line, drop into action and fire 
four single rounds and two sal¬ 
voes. 

After the ‘cease firing’ the 
Battery will advance down the 
centre of the arena in line, salut¬ 
ing the Acting Governor as it 
passes the Pavilion. 

For the benefit of the public 
the display is carried out in slow 
time, eg. approximately 10 miles 
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per hour, but nevertheless it will 
be appreciated what a great am¬ 
ount of training and co-ordination 
is required of the gunners to pro¬ 
duce such a high standard of per¬ 
formance. 

All participants are wearing the 
full dress uniform of the Fiji 
Military Forces and the vehicles 
towing the 25 pounder guns are 
Jong wheel base Landrovers. 


Members of .the public are 
warned of the danger of standing 
within seventy five yards of the 
muzzles of the guns during 
firing. 


It should also be noted that the 
Searchlights used during the Tat¬ 
too are manned and operated by 
members of 14th Coast Battery, 
Fiji Artillery. 


FULL DRESS UNIFORM OF FIJI MILITARY FORCES 


The full dress uniform of the 
F'ijian members of the Fiji Mili¬ 
tary Forces consists of a red tunic 
(with yellow badges of rank), 
white sulu (skirt) with Vandyke 
(or scalloped) fringe, white buck¬ 
skin belt and brown sandals. 


The Fijians do not wear hats 
or caps and on this account are 
the only members of any British 
Empire and Commonwealth Mili¬ 
tary unit which are permitted to 
salute when not wearing head¬ 
dress. 


For 

Lowest Prices 
Highest Quality 
Friendly Service 

shop always at 



LIMITED 

SUVA AND BRANCHES 
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*7he lit feattcdio+i fyiji 
(leo^iment 


The 1st Battalion Fiji Infantry 
Regiment originated from the in¬ 
fantry elements in existence in 
the FIJI DEFENCE FORCE at 
the outbreak of World War II. 
The exact birthday of the unit is 
difficult to establish, but in an 
order issued by His Excellency 
the Governor on 24th August, 
1939, the 1st Battalion was listed 
amongst the other units compris¬ 
ing the FIJI DEFENCE FORCE. 
Maior C. A. BREWSTER who was 
in command of the Territorial 
Battalion at the time was appoint¬ 
ed Commanding Officer. 

A considerable amount of re-or¬ 
ganisation was carried out in the 
following months, and it was not 
until July 1941 that the Battalion 
became a full time regular unit, 
the territorial elements being se¬ 
parated to form the 2nd Battalion. 
The difficult task of training the 
unit fell on Lt. Col J. B. K. TAY¬ 
LOR who had succeeded Lt. Col 
C. A. BREWSTER on 6th Octo¬ 
ber, 1940. Much of the success 
of the Battalion was attributable 
to the high standard of training 
achieved during this period. 

On 13th April, 1943, the 1st 
Battalion embarked on the U.S.S. 
“FRESIDENT HAYES” and pro¬ 
ceeded to the SOLOMONS. Arriv¬ 
ing at GUADALCANAL, the Bat¬ 
talion moved to FLORIDA, then 
KOLOMBANGARA, and finally 
to BOUGAINVILLE where it be¬ 
came operational for the first time. 
Lt. Col TAYLOR who landed with 
the advance party was seriously 
wounded and evacuated. Major 
G. T. UPTON assumed command. 


For seven months, the Battalion 
was engaged in several success¬ 
ful actions against the Japanese. 
Such names as TOROKINA, NU- 
MA NUMA trail, IBU mission, etc. 
and the actions associated with 
them will long be remembered in 
the history of the 1st Battalion. 

The success of the actions earn¬ 
ed for the unit a “Commendation 
for Outstanding Services” from 
the Commander of the American 
Forces under whom it was serv¬ 
ing. 

In August 1944, the Battalion 
returned to SUVA for a well- 
earned rest. Lt. Col. G. T. UPTON 
relinquished command of the Bat¬ 
talion and returned to NEW 
ZEALAND He was succeeded 
by Lt. Col M. M. N. CORNER 
who remained with the Battalion 
until its disbandment in October 
1945. 

Following the reorganisation 
of the FIJI MILITARY FORCES 
in 1948, efforts were made to re¬ 
vive the Battalion. 

A regular cadre was formed and 
the Band was incorporated into 
the unit. In October 1951, the 
unit was mobilised for service in 
MALAYA. With very little train¬ 
ing done, the Battalion embarked 
for MALAYA on the H.M.T. 
“ASTURIAS” on 8th January, 
1952. 

For over four years, the Batta¬ 
lion was engaged in • anti-terrorist 
operations in the Malayan jungles. 
After several changes in operation- 
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al areas, the Battalion finally mov¬ 
ed to BATU PAHAT where it re¬ 
mained for most of the time. The 
swamps of the notorious YONG 
PENG area became the most not¬ 
able of the Battalion’s hunting 
grounds. It was in there too, that 
several members lost their lives. 
When the Battalion was finally 
withdrawn from operations at the 
end of April 1956, it had account¬ 
ed for no less than two hundred 
and ten communist terrorists. 

However, the Battalion activi¬ 
ties were not limited to operations 
alone. On Malayan sports fields 
the Battalion had a distinguished 
record particularly in Rugby. 
Boxing and Athletics. Such names 
as LEVULA. RADRODRO, RAVU- 
LA. NAIDOLE, etc. will long be 
remembered in Malayan sports. 

In the MALAYAN campaign, it 
is interesting to note that the 
Battalion had four commanding 
officers, which included two 


Fijians, Lt. Col E T. T. CAKO- 
BAU, OBE, MC, and Lt. Col. P. 
K. GANILAU, DSO. 

The Battalion returned to FIJI 
in June 1956 and amongst all the 
welcoming ceremonies it was pre¬ 
sented with new Colours. A 
month later, the unit was disband¬ 
ed. However the traditions and 
customs of this fine fighting unit 
are being preserved by ‘A’ Com- 
panv, the regular force company. 

This evening both the Continu¬ 
ation Drill and Physical Training- 
Displays are performed by mem¬ 
bers of ‘A‘ Company. 

Tile former is a series of drill 
movements performed without 
words of command and is design¬ 
ed to emphasise co-ordination and 
precision training. 

The physical training exercises 
indicate the degree of individual 
fitness and agility that can be 
achieved by concentrated training 
of this nature. 


When Planning Your Holidays Whether 
It Be Overseas Or Local Allow 

WAitet Jjcaaet S,e%aice £imited 

To Be Of Service To You 

AGENTS FOR ALL OVERSEAS AIRLINES AND SHIPPING 

COMPANIES 

Branches : 

AUCKLAND. WELLINGTON, CHRISTCHURCH, SYDNEY, 
NORFOLK ISLAND, SUVA AND LAUTOKA. 

Proprietors of WHITES EXPRESS COACH SERVICE 


Suva Branch : 

MeGOWAN BUILDING. 
PHONE 2841. 

P.O. BOX 207 


Lautoka Branch : 

KOYA BUILDINGS. 
PHONE 327. 

P.O. BOX 200. 
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2udl f < 1e f i>iito.>iial J Bcdtcdi<m 
fyiji S^awisuf. Hecj^ment 


This Battalion was formed at 
Lautoka before the outbreak of 
war in 1939, and its first Com¬ 
manding Officer was Major Allen 
of the Colonial Sugar Refining 
Company. In July 1941 it became 
the Territorial Battalion of the 
Fiji Defence Force. 

The Battalion was widely dis¬ 
persed and had one Company in 
Lautoka, one Company in Ba, a 
Support Company in Vatukoula, 
with Battalion Headquarters, 
Headquarters Company and two 
Rifle Companies in Suva a Plat¬ 
oon of one of these Companies 
being detached to Nausori. From 
1942 to 1944 the Battalion was 
under operational command of 
the American Forces in Fiji. 

After the Americans moved on 
in 1944 the Battalion reverted to 
local control and ‘Muster’ parades 
and Week-end Training continued 
until the end of the war. In 1946 
the unit went into recess but was 
reactivated in 1948 and when 
the Fiji Military Forces were re¬ 
organised in 1949 it became the 
2nd Battalion Fiji Infantry Regi¬ 


ment. When volunteers were 
called for to form the 1st Batta¬ 
lion Fiji Infantry Regiment to 
proceed to Malaya in 1951 all 
officers and the majority of the 
men from the second Battalion 
joined the new unit, many of them 
winning decorations whilst on ac¬ 
tive service. 

In 1953 when Lieut-Col Ratu E. 
T. T. Cakobau, OBE, MC, return- 
from Malaya he was appointed 
Commanding Officer of the Sec¬ 
ond Battalion. At the time only 
one company — that from Suva — 
had been formed but today the 
Battalion consists of three Rifle 
and one Headquarters companies, 
one Rifle Company being based on 
the Western side of Viti Levu, 
and the other two on Suva. The 
Headquarters Company which is 
also based on Suva has in its com¬ 
position Signalling, Mortar and 
Administration platoons. 

Lieut-Col Ratu E. T. T. Cako¬ 
bau, OBE, MC, still commands 
the Battalion and his second-in- 
command is Major H. M. Boulton, 
MC t ED with Capt. A. P. Keelan 
as Adjutant. 


CROWN WATCH COMPANY 

World Famous f ‘Enicar M ultrasonic watches do not 
require oiling or cleaning for at least 3 YEAKS. 

Available at 

CROWN WATCH COMPANY 

BOX 100. PHONE 2345. 
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MEN S & LADIES WEAR, DRAPERS. SOUVENIRS, GIFTS, CURIOS, 
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*7he (IxH^al New ^ecdand Ain fyoAce 


The Royal New Zealand Air 
Force was established in Fiji in 
1940 with a Station at Nausori 
and a detached flight at Nadi. The 
role during this time was bomber 
and general reconnaissance. 

From this small beginning the 
RNZAF in Fiji has grown to its 
present size with ever increasing- 
responsibility. 

During peace time the RNZAF 
at Lauthala Bay trains for its 
maritime reconnaissance role. 
Coupled to this is a responsibility 
for Air Sea Rescue and mercy 
flights. 

Air sea rescue operations over 
an enormous area of the Pacific, 
covering a total of 5,000,000 
square miles are the responsi¬ 
bility of the Air Sea Rescue Co¬ 
ordination Centre at Nadi Air¬ 
port. The area covered from 
Nandi extends from 150 miles 
north of Tarawa to Norfolk 
Island in the south and from the 
west from New Caledonia east¬ 
wards beyond Tahiti. 

The leading operational role in 
covering this huge area is played 
by No. 5 Squadron. In their fami¬ 
liar Sunderland flying boats the 
Squadron have ranged far and 
wide in the Pacific both in train¬ 
ing; and operational flights. 

Although it is primarily in¬ 
tended to assist all aircraft in 
distress within the zone, the 
Search and Rescue service also 
provides assistance for missing 


launches, helping vessels in dis¬ 
tress or seeking persons lost in 
boats or bush areas. 

This is a secondary role played 
by 5 Squadron but a no less im¬ 
portant one than air sea rescue. 
The Sunderland crews work in 
conjunction with the Medical 
Office in uplifting seriously ill 
persons from outlying islands and 
conveying them to Lauthala Bay 
where they are taken to the Colo¬ 
nial War Memorial Hospital for 
treatment. 

The principle task in time of 
war is Maritime Reconnaissance 
which entails location, and des¬ 
truction of enemy submarines and 
surface craft. 

The training for war is, of 
course, carried on rJl the time 
with the air sea rescue being an 
integral part of the tunning. 

There are 9 men in a Sunder 
land crew and before they can 
be considered fully efficient they 
fly together and log uo to 400 
flying hours a s a team.* At least 
80 hours of the 400 hours is spent 
in night flying. 

The RNZAF is based in Fiji as 
a partner in the British Common¬ 
wealth Defence Organisation. It 
trains constantly and thoroughly 
in peacetime to make sure that 
the aircraft and crews of No. 5 
Squadron are able to carry out 
their allotted role — a role which 
has made them a part of Fijian 
life for nearly 20 years. 
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% th& fialice ^-ance 


The Fiji Constabulary was 
formed on lOtli October. 1874, 
with a strength of one Superin¬ 
tendent, two Sup-Inspectors and 
two hundred Other Ranks. 

The Constabulary was respon 
sible for the maintenance of law 
and order at Levuka and part of 
Rewa. The remainder of Fiji was 
policed by the Armed Native Con¬ 
stabulary, a military body raised 
during the troublous times prior 
to Cession. 

In 1882 the Headquarters of the 
Fiji Constabulary was moved to 
Suva. The country was now more 
settled and the strength of this 
force was forty-five, under the 
command of a Superintendent. 

From 1897 to 1906 the posts of 
Superintendent of Constabulary 
and Commandant of the Armed 
Native Constabulary were held 
by Mr C. A. Francis, although 
each force continued to function 
separately. 

The Fiji Constabulary Ordin¬ 
ance of 1905 amalgamated the two 
Constabularies under the com¬ 
mand of Mr. Francis, with the 
rank of Inspector-General. 

The new Constabulary was al¬ 
most entirely a conscript force 
and it was not until 1910 that 
the Fiji Constabularv became 
wholly composed of volunteers. 

During the 1914-18 War, Offi¬ 
cers and Other Ranks served in 


the Armed Forces in France and 
the Dardanelles. 

Following the War training was 
re-organised and a C.I.D. estab¬ 
lished. New Police Stations were 
built in various parts of the Col¬ 
ony. In 1920 the Force consisted 
of 16 Officers and 151 Other 
Ranks. 

In 1937 the name of the Con¬ 
stabulary was changed to ehe Fiji 
Police Force and the title of In¬ 
spector-General to that of Com¬ 
missioner of Police. This was to 
bring the Fiji Police into line 
with other Colonial Forces. 

During the Second World War 
Officers and Other Ranks again 
served in the Armed Forces. In 
Fiji the Police Force was fully 
occupied due, mainly, to the pre¬ 
sence of large numbers of Allied 
and Dominion troops in the Col¬ 
ony. 

In 1947 there were a number 
of industrial disputes and the Po¬ 
lice Force was called upon to res¬ 
tore order. 1950 saw the forma¬ 
tion of a Police Reserve which 
has now been replaced by the 
Special Constabulary. In 1951 a 
Police wireless network was in¬ 
stalled. 

The Force now numbers 27 
Gazetted Officers and 513 Ins¬ 
pectorate officers and Other 
Ranks. 


HIBISCUS FOOTWEAR COMPANY 
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MOBIL PRODUCTS 
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81 



<74e 2uee.it Victoria School 


The school was founded in 1902 
bv resolution of the Council of 
Chiefs for the higher education 
of Fijian boys; funds collected by 
the Council for a memorial to 
Queen Victoria were used to build 
a hall for the original school. 

In July 1906 the first Head¬ 
master, Mr J. V. Thompson arriv¬ 
ed from Cyprus to help plan the 
new school which was built at 
Nasinu near Suva for_ £180 <■ al 
of which was contributed by Mji- 
ans The buildings are now m 
use'as the Teachers Training Col¬ 
lege. 

The school opened on 3rd Janu¬ 
ary 1907 with 32 boys of 9 and 
10 years old selected as much for 
“pre-eminence of intellect as ot 
birth”. The roll soon increased 
to 100, and a science laboratorv, 
sports pavilion and playing Held 
were added to the original four 
classrooms and hall, the fluids 
again being contributed by hi]i- 
ans Annual fees were £6._ 

In 1936, Mr Mayhew visiting 
the school at the request of the 
Secretary of State reported that 
it went further in Secondary edu¬ 
cation than all but one of the 
other schools in the tropics that he 


had seen. ,, 

On 10th August 1942, the 
school buildings were occupied by 
the United States Armed Forces 
and became a general hospital. 
The school was disoersed, the 
boys being- sent to their homes, 
some to Sawani and some to Lo- 
doni The school reopened the 
following year at Nukukuloa na¬ 
tive hospital. Ra. in what can only 
be described today as very pnmi- 
tive conditions. 

The school was again on the 
move in January 1949 when it had 
to share the buildings of the 
newly constituted Katu Kadavu- 
levu school at Lodoni 


The decision had been made 
meanwhile to build a new school, 
and the generous gift of 205 acres 
of land at Matavatucou by the 
late Sir Henry Scott determined 
the site. 

It is a situation of great natu¬ 
ral beauty and promises to be the 
permanent home of the school. 
The Secretary of State for the 
Colonies agreed to the allocation 
of £100,000 from the Colonial De¬ 
velopment Fund towards building 
the school in recognition of the 
wartime loss of Nasinu and the 
great services rendered during 
the war by the Fijian people. 

The foundation stone of the 
present building: was laid in 1950 
by His Excellency Sir Brian 
Freestone and the school was 
duly opened on 5th March 1953 
by His Excellency Sir Ronald Gar¬ 
vey. 

Mr C. J. Smith was Headmaster 
during the difficult years at Ratu 
Kadavulevu School and he it was 
who was largely responsible for 
the development of the Matavatu¬ 
cou site, for settling the school in 
and for setting the standards for 
the future. The school grounds, 
no longer bush land, are well 
maintained with lawns, flowering 
and fruit trees and shrubs. There 
is a fine sports field, a 150 acre 
farm which the boys help to run 
and which provides the school 
with vegetables, milk and pork. 
Boys come to the school from all 
parts of Fiji and even beyond as 
the result of a higly competitive 
examination. They now come at 
14 years of age and many stay to 
gain their Senior Cambridge 
School Certificate and New Zea¬ 
land University Entrance. There 
are well over 200 boys in the 
school now; the school fees have 
risen to £60 per annum. 

Manv Old Boys are already ful¬ 
filling the hopes of the founders 
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of the school; for example Ratu 
George Cakobau Company Com¬ 
mander of the Fiji Battalion dur¬ 
ing; the Solomons Campaign is 
now Roko Tui Tailevu and Deve¬ 
lopment Officer, Central; Ratu 
Edward Cakobau. Deputy Secre¬ 
tary for Fijian Affairs was Fiji 
Battalion Commander in Malaya. 
He was succeeded in this military 
post by Ratu Penaia Ganilau, now 
Roko Tui Cakaudrove and Deve¬ 
lopment Officer. Eastern: Jonati 
Mavoa Clerk to Legislative Coun¬ 


cil and Lieut Paul Manueli of 
FMF. 

The school's motto is “Forward 
Fiji’’ and it has every intention, 
hope and expectation of fulfilling 
it. 

The ‘Parade of the Toy Sol¬ 
diers' this evening is performed 
by forty boys of Queen Victoria 
School Cadet Unit, the officer in 
charge being represented by the 
head boy of the School — Ratu 
Jone Vuiyasawa. 
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Fiji’s Photographic Headquarters 
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Remember also we cut | tone Printing 
Blocks. 
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HOW TATTOOS STARTED 




Just how did the Military Tat¬ 
too come into being? You have 
to go back some 300 years in Bri¬ 
tish Military history to get the 
answer. 


Here’s how- it is described by 
military historian Major T. J. Ed¬ 
wards in his book. “Military Cus- 
toms: 


A great military musical event, 
well known to soldier and civi¬ 
lian alike, is the Grand Search¬ 
light Tattoo, which for many year s 
before the war was held on Rush- 
moor Arena at Aldershot, a 
major feature of this magnificent 
spectacle was the performance by 
the massed bands and pipes of the 
many regiments stationed in and 
around Aldershot. 

Although the whole display was 
on the grand scale, it has its ori¬ 
gin in a very simple piece of army 
routine observed as far back as 
the seventeenth century. In those 
far off day s all active operations 
ceased in the late autumn and the 
rival forces went into billets in 
the towns and villages in and 
around the battlefield. This was 
the practice in the British Army 
serving under King William III in 
his campaign in the Low Coun¬ 
ties during the 1690’s. 


by a drummer marching through 
the billeting area beating a 
“call’*. 

Picture a bright moonlight win¬ 
ter’s night in Flanders about two 
and a half centuries ago. At one 
end of the main road through the 
town or village are assembled a 
young pink-faced officer, a ser¬ 
geant and a drummer, all belong¬ 
ing to the British regiment billet¬ 
ed in and around the place. 

About 9.30 p.m. the officer 
orders the drummer to commence 
beating. The sound of the drum 
beats reverberates over the quiet 
countryside and gradually they 
pierce their way into the inns. 

When the innkeepers hear 
them they remark “Doe den tap 
toe’ ’and turn off their taps. Pre¬ 
sently the soldiers pour out of the 
inns into the streets and go to 
their own billets. 

After a short interval the offi¬ 
cer sergeant and drummer set off 
through the place, the drummer 
beating hi s “call’' while the offi¬ 
cer and sergeant look into the 
inns to ensure that no soldiers 
are lingering in them. When the 
officer is satisfied that all is well 
he dismisses the sergeant and 
drummer and goes to his own 
quarters. 


The social centres for the 
troops were the inns, to which the 
majority resorted during the 
evenings. To get them back to 
their own billets again at night it 
was necessary for the innkeepers 
to turn off their beertaps and to 
cease selling liquor. 

The time for doing this was be¬ 
tween 9.30 p.m. and 10 p.m., and 
it was notified to all concerned 


The authorities are not unani¬ 
mous concerning the origin of the 
word “Tattoo” but the balance of 
opinion inclines to the belief that 
it is derived from the Old Dutch 
expression “Doe den tap toe” 
which, freely translated into Eng¬ 
lish is “Turn off the taps”. The 
word “Taptoe” was used in offi¬ 
cial books for a long time, but it 
has now given place to the fami¬ 
liar “tattoo”. 


There were no barracks in 
Great Britain at that period and 
troops were accommodated in bil¬ 
lets in a manner similar to that 
observed on the Continent, and 
the “tattoo” was beaten at night 
for the same purpose. In course 
of time a flute player joined the 
drummer and short tunes were 
played; then whole corps of 
drums, flutes or pipes, and even¬ 
tually bands, played music for 
the entertainment of the garri¬ 
sons. 

At the beginning of the present 
century display tattoos as a pub¬ 


lic entertainment were instituted 
in the grounds of Government 
House, Aldershot, and after the 
first World War the Grand Mili¬ 
tary Searchlight Tattoo came into 
being, which hundreds of thou¬ 
sands of people witnessed every 
year. 


Thus has a simple piece of 
military musical routine develop¬ 
ed into an established custom on 
the grand scale providing enter¬ 
tainment and enjoyment for coun¬ 
tless people. 


Tel. 4004. G.P.O. Box 38. 

Wanted. ACeui Cuatam&ti 

(previous experience not essential) 


Auto Parts and Accessories, Ball & Roller Bearings, 

Oil Seals and Grease Retainers, Brake Parts, Brake 
and Clutch Linings. Fenner Industrial and Auto 
V-Belts, Fenner V-Pulleys and Flexible Couplings. 
Armstrong Siddeley Air Cooled Diesels. Mercury 
Motor Scooters. Seachief Outboard Motors. 

If possible we can supply immediately. If impossible it 
may take us two days. 


MOTOR PARTS SALES_Suva. 

PHONE 4360. P.O. BOX 324. 
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The Organising; Committee would like to express their grateful 
thanks to all those who have helped to make this Tattoo possible and 
especially to:— 

The Commander, Fiji Military Forces, Commanding Officer, Fiji 
Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve, Commanding Officer, Royal New 
Zealand Air Force, The Commissioner of Police. 

The Commanding Officers, Officers and Men of all Units taking 
part. 

The Principal, Queen Victoria School for permitting the School 
Cadet Unit to take part. 

The Fiji Police Force for Traffic Control. 

The Fiji 1958 Hibiscus Festival Committee for assistance in 
many directions. 

The Advertisers in this Programme. 

The Suva City Council for use of Albert Park and facilities. 

The Fiji Broadcasting Commission for commentaries and also 
advice on recorded musical selections. 

The Fiji Times for press notices. 

Corporal Tunnicliffe, RNZAF for training members of Physical 
Training Display. 

The Public Relations Office for Publicity. 
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Qeflitemeu! Make na mistake! 


See That Your 
GARMENT 
HAS This Label 


WMck (fiiatanteed y.au 

Proper Shape 
Artistic Finish 

Remarkable Fitting Whether For 
Army, Navy, Police 
Doctor's, School or Ordinary Wear Yet 
Ideal Buy 

Smart Appearance, and 
Enormous Savings. 

•X- -X- * 



Manufactured in Fiji by — 

G. B. HARI S CLOTHING FACTORY 
At Walu Bay, Suva. 

Fiji’s Largest Enterprise Of Its Kind. 








WITH BEAUTIFUL “HIBISCUS” AND 
“ISLAND” MOTIFS . . . 

i 

• Dainty Swiss Made Ladies’ Handkerchief^ 

• Coffee Spoons 

• Tea Spoons 

• Sugar Spoons 

• Jam Spoons 

• Charm Bracelets 

• Key Rings 
-AT- 

Slivtnt 3Ailp (Smith s&a) Ga. £td . 

SUVA. 


FIJI TIMES PRINT 







